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Sheikh Jaber: A Gulf ruler with his citizens’

welfare at heart

Born in Kuwait in 1928, His Highness Sheikh
Jaber is the third son of the late Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Sabah, the former emir of Kuwait.

He received his preliminary education at Al-
Mubarakiya and Al-Ahmadiah Schools. For his
higher education in religion,Arabic literature and
English as well as various other basic sciences, he
was tutored privately.

In 1949, he was made Head of the Finance De-
partment, which became the Ministry of Finance
and Economy in 1962. Sheikh Jaber was the first
minister of finance in Kuwait.

In 1965 he was appointed prime minister.

On May 31, 1966, an Emiri Decree was is-
sued naming him crown prince following his
nomination’s unanimous approval by the Na-
tional Assembly. Sheikh Jaber was proclaimed
emir on Dec. 31, 1977, the 13th from the Al
Sabah family.

Apart from being the emir of Kuwait, with the
powers vested in him by virtue of that position, in-
cluding vital and strategic issues, many matters of
public interest also fall directly under his supervi-
sion. He is the president of several prestigious or-
ganizations, foremost among which is the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS), which was established under his auspices.

“The emir is the head of State. His person shall
be immune and inviolable.” The constitution
states that the emir assumes his authority
through his ministers. The prime minister and
ministers are collectively responsible to the emir
for the general policy of the state and each min-
ister is responsible for his own ministry.

“The emir is the supreme commander of the

armed forces. Any law is issued only after being
approved by the National Assembly and sanc-
tioned by the emir.”

Kuwait is a hereditary emirate, the succession
to which shall be through the descendants of the
late Mubarak Al Sabah.

Despite his numerous official duties, the emir
is very conscious of the importance of his per-
sonal relations with his citizens, sharing with
them their joys and sorrows.

Nation in secure hands as Sheikh Saad
fulfils heir apparent’s profile

His Highness Sheikh Saad is the eldest son of the
late Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the for-
mer emir, and was born in 1930.

He was educated in Kuwait and in 1951 he
joined Hendon Police College in the UK and then
attended special post-graduate courses on police
and security affairs abroad until 1954.

He held various posts in the Police and Public
Security Department until 1959, when he was
appointed deputy director of the department, a
post he held until 1961.

On Jan. 17, 1962, he was appointed as Interi-
or Minister in the first Cabinet formed by the con-
stitution and, in 1964, he took the post of De-
fence Minister as well.

On Jan. 31,1978, the emir announced his rec-
ommendation that Sheikh Saad be appointed
crown prince.

On Feb. 8, the same year, an Emiri Decree was
issued appointing Sheikh Saad as the nation’s
prime minister.

As prime minister he has formed 10 Cabinets
since his appointment.

In his dual capacity as crown prince and prime
minister, Sheikh Saad is the president of the
Supreme Defence Council, the Civil Service
Commission, the Planning Council and the High-
er Housing Council.

Article 4 of the constitution stipulates the
rules for the nomination of the crown prince as
follows: “The heir apparent shall be designated
within one year, at the latest, from the date of ac-
cession of the emir.”

His designation shall be effected by an Emiri
Decree upon the recommendation of the emir

and the approval of the National Assembly, which
shall be signified by a majority vote of its mem-
bers in a special sitting.

In case no designation is achieved in accor-
dance with the foregoing procedure, the emir
shall nominate at least three of the descendants
of the late Mubarak Al Sabah, to one of whom
the National Assembly shall pledge allegiance as
heir apparent.

The heir apparent shall be of sound mind and
a legitimate son of Muslim parents.

Arab brothers celebrate return of emir
and look to strengthening ties

The state of Kuwait is celebrat-
ing joyful days with the return
of His Highness the Emir to his
homeland, the 41st National
Day, the 11th year of liberation
and the al-Adha holiday.

On these joyful occasions, I
would like to grasp this oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the special
bilateral relations between
Kuwait and its Arab neighbors
and brothers in Lebanon, in
addition to extending the
goodwill relations between
the two peoples, a fact that
makes either of our two won-
derful countries celebrate
such occasions.

Unfortunately, the joy in
Kuwait will not be complete
until the return of our prison-
ers from Iraqi prisons, where

Saddam Hussein’s regime still
detains them, ignoring all of
the United Nations Security
Council resolutions and con-
ventions on human rights.

T hope we can celebrate such
joyful occasions with our
Lebanese brothers in the com-
ing years with the return of our
detainees, in order to build
with them a better future for
the coming generations of both
our lands.

I would also like to express
my thanks and gratefulness to
all those who have shared in
our celebrations with us this
year by asking God to keep the
love and friendship that binds
the two governments and peo-
ples of Kuwait and our cousins
in Lebanon together.

A year to remember for
the State of Kuwait

2002 TIES IN WITH NATION’S COLORFUL HISTORY

he year 2002, is a com-

memorative year for

Kuwait and its people.

Apart from celebrating
its 41st National Day and its
11th year of liberation follow-
ing the Iraqi invasion, on Feb-
ruary 25 and 26, it is the first
time in the nation’s history that
these two occasions coincide
with the Islamic religious peri-
od of Eid al-Adha. Additional-
ly, with the recent return of His
Highness Sheikh Jaber al-Ah-
mad  al-Jaber  al-Sabah,
Kuwait’s emir since 1977, after
his successful medical treat-
ment overseas, the Kuwaiti
people have many reasons to
rejoice.

Brief History
Kuwait was nominally under
the rule of the Ottoman Empire
until 1899, when the reigning
Emir Mubarak the Great, who
ruled from 1896 to 1915,
signed a treaty with Britain in
1899 that promised Mubarak
British guarantees of security
and support in return for
British control of Kuwait’s for-
eign policy.

This treaty governed rela-
tions between the two states
granting Britain tremendous in-
fluence, most notably in foreign
and economic policy. On the
domestic front, Kuwait handled
all their affairs independently.
In 1914 Great Britain reaf-
firmed its protective role and
formally recognized the inde-
pendence of the state.

Discovery of oil
Petroleum was discovered in
Burgen, Kuwait in 1938. Oper-
ating under a concession, the
Kuwait Oil Company, owned
jointly by the Gulf Oil Corpo-
ration of the United States and
the British Petroleum Compa-
ny, began full-scale exploita-
tion of the reserves in 1946.

The sale of crude oil from
Burgan began in 1946. A petro
city was founded in 1948 atAh-
madi and a refinery and a re-
finery and a oil exporting port
were built. A whole new indus-
try was born.

Under the provisions of a
1951 agreement, the sheikh
shared equally in the company’s
profits, and these revenues were
used to develop Kuwait’s infra-
structure and welfare services.

Revenues flowed, and
Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Al
Sabah (1950-1965) who over-
saw the distribution of now
substantial oil revenues, the
consequent emergence of a
large bureaucratic state, and
the transformation of Kuwait
into a wealthy oil-producing
nation. In terms of internal de-
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New era: Th; late Sheil_(h Abdullah receives a draft of the co;stituti

velopments, Sheikh Abdullah
made transformative decisions.

The first was to distribute
these new revenues broadly
throughout the population, pri-
marily through wide-ranging
social services, notably free ed-
ucation and free health care, as
well as huge investments in in-
frastructure, urban develop-
ment and transportation.

The Bedouin learned to live
in houses and to use western
goods. Many administrative
jobs were created so that the lo-
cal people could have a job, a
salary allowing them to live at
the pace of the country.

Independence
British protection of Kuwait
ended on June 19,1961, when
Sheikh Abdullah and British
representatives signed new let-
ters of co-operation friendship
to replace the treaty of 1899.

Sheikh Abdullah, took the
title of emir when the state be-
came fully independent, the
first emirate to accede to inde-
pendence.

The state joined the Arab
League (against opposition
from Iraq, which claimed
Kuwait as part of its territory)
on July 20, 1961 and on Sept.
7 the Kuwaiti flag floated over
the country. A constituent as-
sembly, partly elected and part-
ly appointed, was convened to
draft a constitution in Decem-
ber 1961.

In December 1961, benefit-
ing from high oil revenues and
developing the welfare of the
Kuwait people, the state set up
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Eco-
nomic Development. Itis an or-
ganisation which gives loans,
technical and legal assistance
to Arab countries to help de-
velop their national economy.

Nowadays, the Fund has ex-
tended its action to the whole
third world helping countries
to implement agriculture, ener-
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gy and industrial projects.

The Kuwaiti declaration of
independence in 1961 ran into
immediate trouble when Iraq
falsely claimed the territory.
The Iraqis argued that the
British had recognized Ot-
toman sovereignty over Kuwait
beforeWorldWar I and, because
the Ottomans had claimed to
rule Kuwait from what was then
the province of Iraq, the terri-
tory should belong to Iraq.

The British immediately sent
troops to Kuwait to deter any
Iraqi invasion. British and
Kuwaiti positions were support-
ed by the newly formed League
of Arab States (Arab League),
which recognized the new state
and sent troops to Kuwait.

The Arab League move left
the Iraqisisolated. Accordingly,
when a new Iraqi government
came to power in 1963, one of
its first steps was to give up its
claim and recognize the inde-
pendence of Kuwait. Iraq re-
nounced its claim to Kuwait in
October 1963

The Kuwaiti democratic
experience of
Parliament
On Nov. 11, 1962, Sheikh Ab-
dullah ratified the country’s
first constitution, which was
the first written constitution in
the Gulf region. The first par-
liamentary elections were held
on Jan. 23, 1963 and on Jan.
29, 1963, the National Assem-

bly sat for the first time.

The Kuwaiti constitution is
based on the following democ-
ratic principles: The sovereign-
ty of the nation, the guarantee
of public liberties and equality
before the law. The emir is the
head of state. He has the exec-
utive power which is adminis-
tered through ministers. His
prime minister and ministers
are responsible before him for
general policy. By tradition, the
prime minister is the crown

prince. He is in- = §
stalled a year after

the accession of the

emir from amongst
members of the Al
Sabah family for his
qualities and not
through his birthright.

The National Assem-
bly holds the legislative
power. For a bill to be passed,
it must be accepted by both the
National Assembly and the
emir. The members of the as-
sembly are elected through a di-
rect, secret and universal suf-
frage. To be eligible, they have
to be at least 30 years old.

Only Kuwaiti men over 21
can vote. Although proposed
by the emir, the right to vote
has not been granted to woman
by the National Assembly. This
indicates and proves that the
Parliament is a true democracy,
and not a rubber stamp, turning
down an emiri wish and decree.

Kuwait joined the United Na-
tions on May 14,1963, after pre-
viously being vetoed twice. It at-
tained the member number111.

Three years later, Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia reached an agree-
ment on their common border,
eliminating the neutral zone
that was established in 1922 be-
tween the two countries.The ac-
cord also provided for the
sharing of that
area’s oil re-
sources.

The period 1965-1990
When Sheikh Sabah Al Salem
Al-Sabah succeeded Sheikh
Abdullah as emir in 1965, he
wished to give more to the
country and decided to give the
young a high quality of educa-
tion.In 1967 he set up the pres-
tigious Kuwait Scientific Re-
search Institute.

In 1969, Kuwait had its first
satellite communication sta-
tion. In 1976 a law was passed
granting each Kuwaiti citizen
social security and retirement
at age 55.

Another law dictated that 10
percent of the state’s revenues
will be transferred into a fund
for future generations, which
later became very useful in the
rebuilding of Kuwait after the
Iraqi invasion. This funding for
future generations is unprece-
dented in the modern world.

After having invested heav-
ily in Kuwait’s development
and infrastructure, the govern-
ment decided to diversify and
invest in the finance sector
abroad, especially in Western
Countries. Until 1967, Kuwait
was part of the Sterling Zone
and had much invested in
Great Britain.

The devaluation of the

pound at that time inflicted
heavy losses on the Kuwaiti
economy, which then turned
to Europe and the United
States, taking stakes in in
many companies such as Mer-
cedes, British Petroleum, in-
surance companies, acquiring
hotels and other properties in
the capitals of many countries
to try to recoup the shortfall.

The profits of these consid-
erable investments soon be-
came Kuwait’s second source of
income after oil. Kuwait’s Cen-
tral Bank was founded in 1969.

On Dec. 31,1977, His High-
ness Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Jaber al-Sabah took power and
became the 13th emir. His
cousin Sheikh Saad Al Abdul-
lah Al Salem Al Sabah was
named as crown prince and
prime minister.

In 1981, Kuwait joined the
Arab  Gulf Co-Operation
council alongside the UAE,
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and
Saudi Arabia.

Under the rule of Sheikh
Jaber, Kuwait City became a
large city. The skyscrapers bat-
tled against each other for
height and audacity, reflecting
the Kuwaiti success in the busi-
ness world.

Words of thanks from embassy media office

On the occasion of Kuwait’s
41st Independence Day and its
11th liberation anniversary, I
extend to all my Lebanese
friends and associates my deep-
est gratitude and appreciation
for their support and coopera-
tion in the few months I have
been here in Beirut heading the
Media and Press Office at the

i
Shayji: message of thanks

Kuwaiti Embassy. Our joy of
celebrating this year’s both Na-
tional Day & Liberation Day on
Feb. 25 and 26 is doubly happy
due to the once every 3 decade
event.

These celebrations coincide
with Eid al-Adha holiday and
the return of His Highness Emir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al
Sabah after recovering from his
medical treatment overseas.

Itreallyisayeartoremember.

I would like to use this op-
portunity to reconfirm our re-
lentless pursuit to develop and
build upon and improve our
mutual bilateral ties for the
benefit of our two sisterly coun-
tries that share so much in com-
mon whether it is openness,
freedom, democracy and free-
dom of the press.

Unfortunately, our joy is tar-
nished and lacking due to the
lingering plight of more than
605 Kuwaiti and other nation-
alities who are still held against
their will in Iraq.

Until they are all freed we will
never be able to experience the

full sense of joy and happiness.

We in Kuwait are indebted to
Lebanon for being the first
country to condemn the wanton
Iraqi aggression and occupation
of Kuwait in August 1990.

I'look forward to productive
and enjoyable yearsin Lebanon
and want to use this opportuni-
ty to wish all in Lebanon the
best and especially peace, hap-
piness and prosperity.

Abdullah Al-Shayji
Director

Media & Press Office
Kuwait Embassy
Beirut

KUWAIT EMBASSY
KUWAIT MEDIA & FRESS OFFICE
BEIRUT

Role in the Lebanese media

Aims & Prospects

The Media Office is under the di-
rection of AbdullahAl-Shayji.The
aims and prospects come from
the embassy in Beirut and the In-
formation Ministry in Kuwait.

The office has an objective of
promoting the bilateral rela-
tions between Kuwait and
Lebanon in the media and mass
communication realms as well
as in cultural aspects. It consol-
idates its relationship with sev-
eral cultural, centers and mass
media communication.

It organizes cultural weeks,
symposiums and exhibitions
that reflect the Kuwaiti identity.

The office also presents
Kuwait development through
out its history politics (regional
relations history and foreign
policy) as well as its social, eco-
nomic and cultural aspects.

The Kuwaiti Media and
Press Office at the Kuwaiti Em-
bassy in Beirut provides infor-
mation regarding the state to
researchers, journalists, acade-
mic and TV stations on all re-
spects of Kuwaiti development.

It aims at promoting favor-
able public opinion and refut-
ing the Iraqi allegations regard-
ing, historical rights and contri-
butions to Arab development.

CONTACT DETAILS

Kuwait Embassy, Lebanon
Bir Hassan, Beirut

Phone: 01- 822515/6/7

Fax: 01- 840613

Media & Press Office
Aresco Center, Hamra

Phone: 01-756100/1/2

Fax: 01-756103
www.kuwaitinfo.net
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LebanonOs warm bilateral relations with
Kuwait date back to 1961, when Kuwait be-
came an independent nation. Many high-
level visits between the two nations have
occurred on official and unofficial levels
where many a Kuwaiti ruler and ministers
would visit Lebanon to spend their sum-
mers in the cooler mountainous areas of
Aley and Bhamdoun regions.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, who
ruled as Emirfrom 1965t0 1977, often spent
his summers inAley, where on his arrival, the
whole town would be waiting him and a
huge welcoming reception would be held.

The then Lebanese President, Sulaiman
Frangieh, and Prime Minister, Takieddine
Solh and other officials welcomed the
Kuwaiti ruler in open arms and huge
celebrity events would be held in his honor.

As far back as 1966, the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED)
lent the Lebanese government at very fa-
vorable interest rates, 1.66 million Kuwait
Dinars ($5 million) loan No. 10 for the com-
pletion of the Joun Power Plant. Also in
1970, another loan for 803,000 KD No.18
was provided for the Silo Project at the Port
of Beirut. In 1979, an amount of 8 million
KD No. 116 was loaned for improvements
of Beirut International Airport.

Before becoming the Emir, the then
Crown Prince Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Sabah visited Lebanon on many an occa-
sion, and became very friendly with
Lebanese officials, especially the then
Prime minister Rachid Karami.

-_—
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Kuwait has called onArabs to close ranks
and cooperate ahead of the upcoming sum-
mit in Beirut next March to face Gaggres-
sive Israeli policesOKuwait @ State Minis-
. ter for Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed
During LebanonOs civil war, visits by Sabah al-Salem when recently meeting
Kuwaiti dignitaries and KFAED loanswere  Prime Minister Rafic Hariri at the Grand
halted given the uncertain situation, how-  Serail in downtown Beirut on Jan. 23,2002
ever Kuwait constantly expressed solidari-  said both countries support international
ty with LebanonOs independence. legitimacy and condemn Israeli practices.
LebanonOs close ties to Kuwait were no The Kuwaiti Minister said that Israeli at-
more evident then when Lebanon became  tacks amount to terrorism: OThe Lebanese
the first Arab country to officially condemn and Kuwaiti points of view were one hun-
the Iragi Invasion of Kuwait. The then Prime  dred percent identical since we condemn
Minister Salim HossO historic condemnation  such terrorist activities and we believe that
is Oforever etched in the memory of Kuwait-  those who fail to implement international
Lebanese relationsO, says Dr Abdullah resolutions are terrorists OSheikh al-Salem
Shayji, Director of the Media and Press Of-  also said after his meeting with Premier
fice of the Kuwait Embassy in Lebanon. Hariri, which was attended by Kuwait @Am-
Onthe otherside, Lebanonis appreciative  bassador to Lebanon Ali Sulaiman al-Saeid
of policies adopted by the State of Kuwait. ~ and the delegation that is accompanying the
KuwaitOs Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah al- Kuwaiti Minister, that he conveyed Emir
Ahmad al-Sabah, has said that Kuwaitwould ~ Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabal® greetings
not normalize ties with Israel as long as the  to the Prime Minister and his appreciation
later was occupying Arab lands, saying of Lebanese support for Kuwait.
OKuwait did not establish ties with Israel and
will not open any kind of connection as long_
as it occupies Lebanese and Syrian lands.O
He expressed solidarity with Lebanon "HSYO& (%) *++,-% .I"0$ .%H%1/2% 23% '0',2%$ -,+,2 "4 */ 3%,53 '1'3 2" %1'&"& ,& 23% ! + 2" 3,4+ +6* %/ [%2/%'2 ,& #% 7

against the repeated Israeli aggression, re-
ferring to Kuwait that announced that it is
ready to participate in any Arab summit, in
spite of current difficulties. The Kuwaiti se-
nior official called for holding the Arab
meeting in Beirut.

KuwaitOs solidarity with Lebanon has
become more evident through many re-
cent visits and messages by officials of
both countries. Below is some documen-
tation of recent events between the two
nations:

Prime Minister Rafic Hariri and the Di-
rector-General of the Kuwaiti Fund for
Arab Economic Development Bader
Humeidi have discussed cooperation pro-
jects between Lebanon and the Kuwaiti
fund. Mr. Humeidi announced following
talks with the Premier at Koreytem, that a
Kuwaiti delegation will arrive in Beirut
next week to discuss funding for the Litani
River Development Project.

A discussed with the Prime Minister the
economic measures that the government
has been taking to overcome economic dif-
ficulties especially reducing the public
debt,OMr. Homeidi told reporters.

The Kuwaiti fund @ director-general re-
vealed that a delegation will arrive in
Beirut next week to Qout the final touches
on an agreement through which the
Kuwaiti fund will provide a loan worth 20
Million Kuwaiti Dinars to help finance the
Litani River irrigation plan. O

Prime Minister Hariri and Homeidi also
discussed other projects the Kuwaiti fund
has been financing in Lebanon including
road networks in Beirut and Mount
Lebanon.They agreed to launch studies in-
to constructing a new expressway that
would link the Nahr el-Kalb and
Maameltein districts to ease traffic conges-
tion along the eleven-kilometer stretch

Lebanon and Kuwait signed a memo-
randum of understanding in the cultural
field to reactivate the executive program
signed in 1995 for the years 2001- 2003.

Representing the Lebanese side, the
agreement was signed by the Lebanese min-
ister of culture Ghassan Salamah and
Kuwait was represented byThe Kuwaiti min-
ister of information Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahd,
who is also the chairman of the national
council for culture, arts and literatures.

The two sides agreed to organize art ex-
hibitions in the two states and taking part
in book exhibitions so as to foster cooper-
ation to this end. The two sides also agreed
to take part in art festivals taking place in
the two countries.

The agreement states that the two sides to
exchange printings and publications relating
to antiquities as well as books and publica-
tions relating to heritage, manuscripts and
the exchange of attending seminars and con-
ferences relating to this domain.

The two sides also encourage maintain-
ing cooperation between the national Ii-
brary in Kuwait and its counterpart in
Lebanon as well as exchanging the visits of
literary men, poets and intellectuals and
publications issued by cultural establish-
ments in the two countries.

The signing agreement was attended
by the secretary-general of the national
council for culture, the arts and litera-
tures Mohammed al-Rumeihi and the
Ministry of Information secretary
Mubarak al-ldawani and the Lebanese
ambassador to Kuwait.

The ruler of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber al-Ah-
mad al-Sabah in Kuwait received Lebanese
prime minister Rafik Hariri and members
of the accompanying delegation. A round
of joint talks was held. On the Kuwaiti side,
it was attended by the Kuwaiti Crown

Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad al-
Abdullah al-Salem al-Sabah while the
Lebanese side was chaired by Hariri. Dis-
cussions centered on the firm relations be-
tween the two states and means of strength-
ening them in various fields as well as is-
sues of mutual concern.

Meanwhile, three agreements were
signed between Lebanon and Kuwait per-
taining to encouraging and protecting in-
vestments and avoiding double taxation,
land transport and commodities between
the two countries.

These agreements were signed in the
presence of the Kuwaiti Crown Prince
Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah and
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

The first and second agreements en-
courage and protect investments from sev-
eral measures that might be imposed and
settling disputes arising between the in-
vestors and the state through certain in-
ternational arbitration organizations and
commissions as well as tax exemption,
avoiding double taxation and tax permit
period.

The third agreement which relates to
land transport states to strengthen cooper-
ation between the two states in the area of
land and international transport of passen-
gers and commodities and the increase in
exchanging expertise, information and re-
search in this respect.

Prime Minister Hariri lauded the ac-
cords reached and described his discus-
sions in Kuwait Cas very positive and su-
perseded expectationO

The Prime Minister discussed ways to
further bilateral ties and regional develop-
ments with Kuwait @ Emir, Sheikh Jaber al-
Ahmad al-Sabah, Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Sheikh Saed al-Abdullah al-
Sabah, and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Ahmad al-Sabah.

Amid the visit, Prime Minister Hariri
told a news conference that the Arab Fund
and the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab and Eco-

nomic Development will help finance the
Litani irrigation project in Southern
Lebanon which is worth $500 million.

Kuwait renewed a $100 million deposit
at the Central Bank, it also decided to de-
posit a further $100 million at the Bank for
three years.

The official delegation that accompa-
nied Prime Minister Hariri included the Fi-
nance Minister, Fouad Siniora, Minister of
Transport, Najib Mikati and Foreign Minis-
ter Mahmoud Hammoud.

The ruler of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber al-
Ahmad al-Sabah received the Speaker of
the Lebanese Parliament Nabih Berri and
members of the accompanying delega-
tion on the occasion of its visit to the
state of Kuwait.

During the meeting which was held at
Bayan Palace, Berri centered on the attempt
of further inter-Arab coordination and the
need of the Kuwaiti backing for Lebanon,
especially in the questions of land-mines
dismantling and al-Litani project.

Lebanese President Emile Lahoud ar-
rived in Kuwait coming from Saudi Arabia
for an official visit that lasted for two days.

At Kuwait @ international airport, the
Lebanese president was welcomed by the
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-
Sabah, and the crown prince and prime
minister, the speaker of the parliament and
high-ranking Kuwaiti officials.

The Kuwaiti Governement stressed the
importance of this visit to strengthen and
develop relations between the two states in
various areas.

Lebanon and Kuwait sign agree-
mentto fund Litani River Irrigation
andWater Project (Jan. 15, 2002)

Lebanon and Kuwait signed a
$66 million loan agreement to
fund the Litani River Irrigation
and Water Project in a ceremony
that was held under the auspices
of Prime Minister Rafic Hariri at
the Grand Serrail.

The agreement was signed by
the head of the Council for De-
velopment and Reconstruction
Jamal Itani and the chairman of
the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Eco-
nomic Development, Badr El-
Humaidi. The signing ceremony
was also attended by the Pre-
mier@ advisor Mr. Fadi Fawwaz,
Cabinet@ Secretary General Dr.
Suheil el-Bouji and the head of
the LitaniWater Department Mr.
Nasr Nasrallah.

Orhis project that the Lebanese
people have been dreaming of is
finally seeing the light, due to ef-
forts made by the Lebanese gov-
ernment and a joint initiative by
theArab and Kuwaiti funds to pro-
vide $167 million needed for the,
implementation of the project,O
said Mr. Itani.

He stressed that the project
will help develop southern
Lebanon, create new job oppor-
tunities, boost agricultural pro-
ductivity, and establish a drink-
ing water network by transport-
ing some 110 million cubic me-
ters of water from the Litani

River to areas
southern Lebanon.

The head of the Kuwaiti Fund
for Arab Economic development
said the Fund decided to allocate
$300 million for projects in_
Lebanon during Premier Hariri G
visit to Kuwait last year. Mr. Hu-
maidi said 200 million dollars re-
main available for use in other de-
velopment projects.

OYou are well aware that the
Kuwaiti Fund has played a major
role in the development of vari-
ous sectors and hopefully we
will continue to play this signif-
icant role in the future, OMr. Hu-
maidi said.
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Lebanon and Kuwait sign loan
agreement to fund water projects
(June 9, 2001)

Lebanon and Kuwait signed a
loan agreement to finance the
construction of a drinking water
network in Metn, Aley, and other
Lebanese regions. Prime Minister
Rafic Hariri who attended the
signing ceremony at the Govern-
ment Palace in downtown Beirut
praised Kuwait@ continued sup-
port for Lebanon and develop-
ment projects in the country.

The loan agreement provides
some $32.5 million from the
Kuwaiti Development Fund to
build a dam, pipes and reservoirs
to pump 19,000 cubic meters of
fresh drinking water to Metn and
the outskirts of Aley in Mount
Lebanon. Part of the loan will be
used to complete existing water
development projects in Batroun,
Akkar, Barouk, the Bekaa Valley
and North Lebanon districts.

Before signing the accord with
the president of the Council for
Development and Reconstruction
Mahmoud Othman, the director
general of the Kuwaiti Develop-
ment Fund, Badr al-Homaidi, held

talks with Prime Minister Hariri.
The meeting was attended by
Lebanese Water and Resources
Minister ~Mohammed Abdel
Hamid Beydoon, Kuwait®@ Am-
bassador to Lebanon Said al-Sal-
lal, and Mr. Hariri @ advisor Fadi
Fawaz. Mr. Homeidi urged Arab
countries to support Lebanon@
economy and reiterated a Kuwaiti
pledge to help finance the imple-
mentation of the Litani River wa-
ter irrigation project.

ONhen Prime Minister (Hariri)
last visited Kuwait, the Kuwaiti
government committed to support
as much as it can the grand (Litani
River) project. We will coordinate
with the Arab Social and Develop-
ment Fund, which will help imple-
mentthe project, and the Lebanese
stateOthe head of the Kuwaiti De-
velopment Fund said. He added,
the water developmentaccord con-
cluded on Saturday is part of $300
million allocated for projects in
Lebanon over a four-year period.

Kuwaiti donation to Lebanon
(May 31, 2000)

The Kuwaiti government and
the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab eco-
nomic development have decided
to offer an urgent donation to
Lebanon estimated at $20 million
to finance urgently needed pro-
jects in South Lebanon and the
Western Bekaa. The loan was giv-
en under the instructions of Emir
Sheikh Jaber, rebuilding some of
the previously occupied villages in
south Lebanon. The donation as-
sisted to rebuild eight villages, cov-
ering 850 homes and apartments.

The director-general of the
Kuwaiti Fund for economic devel-
opment conveyed this decision to
then Lebanese prime minister Sal-
im al-Hoss.

A Kuwaiti donation to Lebanon to
rebuild power stations (March 14,
2000)

Kuwait has decided to offer

Lebanon $15 million to repair what
has been destroyed by the Israeli
raids recently against Lebanon.

In a press statement in Kuwait ,
the Kuwaiti deputy premier and
minister of state for parliament af-
fairs said that the Emir of Kuwait
order to allocate this sum and the
Kuwaiti Fund for Arab economic
developmentto carry outthis task.

Meanwhile, the deputy direc-
tor-general of the Kuwaiti Fund
for Arab Economic Development,
Abdul Wahab al-Bader, said the
fund has estimated the cost of re-
habilitating the sector of electrici-
ty in Lebanon at $32 million.

Ambulances gift to Lebanon
(March 14, 2000)

Lebanese Health Minister
Karam Karam praised the Kuwait
aid and support to Lebanon.

Karam said after_a ceremony
that marked Kuwait @ granting 17
ambulances from the Kuwaiti
Fund forArab Economic Develop-
ment (KFAED) to Lebanon, that
the Lebanese government and
people greatly appreciate Kuwaiti
aid to Lebanon.

Orhis grant is highly appreciat-
ed by the Lebanese people and
government,Ohe said.

On his part, the chairman of

the Lebanese Red Cross George

Harooq said that Kuwait has al-
ways stood beside Lebanon in
times of need.

He also expressed gratitude to
His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the
government and Kuwaiti people
for their support to Lebanon.

Harooq said that the 17 ambu-
lances will be distributed to vari-
ous areas across Lebanon.

For his part, the KFAED repre-
sentative in Lebanon Bassam Al-
Othman said that the ambulances
are part of the grant that HH the
Amir ordered to rebuild health
services installation in Lebanon.

He said that a number of hospi-
tals will also benefit from the grant.
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